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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
(second tranch) 

Glenys Chalk 
Pater Harman 

Lorraine Mannering 

BIRTHDAYS 
MAY / JUNE 

Jennifer Parker 
Jenny Currien 

Veronica McLellan 
Vivienne Newman 

Marilyn Poole 
Stanley Petzall 

 
Stay well stay safe 

CALENDAR OF 
ACTIVITIES 

online discussions using Zoom 

25 May—Creative Pursuits 
2:30 pm online options 

26 May—Investors 
The review continues 

28 May—Suzanne Collings 
‘Some Gardens of Southern 
England’,  10:30am 
—Book Group 1 
Discussion of members 
recent readings.  2:30pm 
—Book Group 2 
Book: The French 
Photographer by Natasha 
Lester.  2:30pm.   

2 June—Committee meeting 

4 June—Solo Group 

12 June—Canasta Group 

16 June—Discussion Group 

On behalf of the committee, I 
am pleased to announce that 

Merilyn Newnham has volunteered to join us. Merilyn joined 
the club last year and is happy to offer her services to the club. 
My thanks Merilyn, I am sure you will find working together 
with us a rewarding experience. ( See page 2). 

During these coronavirus times, we are fortunate to have a 
number of “tech savvy” members who have helped bring us 
together with many activities which we couldn’t participate in 
otherwise. This has allowed us all to keep in touch with each 
other. For those members who have not been able to access 
Zoom, I am sure that the weekly newsletters are keeping you 
up to date until we can get together. 

I look forward to the day when we can all catch up at a Club 
Meeting and have everything rolling along as before. It 
promises to be a very active time for us all as soon as the 
brakes come off. We are currently awaiting the outcome of our 
two applications for grants with the Boroondara Council, plus a 
submission to the Bendigo Bank. I will advise you once the 
results are announced. Successful results will allow us to 
subsidise many of our activities once we are back to “normal”. 

Ron’s Rambles 

My doctor recently told me that jogging could add years to my life.  
I think he was right.    I feel 10 years older already. 

My doctor asked me if I ever got 
breathless after exercise.  I said no, 
never, because I never exercise.  
Whenever I get the urge to exercise I lie 
down until the feeling passes away. 



investors, however, are a 
rugged bunch (or is that now 
‘ragged bunch’) and appear 
to be taking the rough with 
the smooth pretty well.  Or 
they have been so far.  
Tuesday evening may tell. 

Special event 
Thursday 28 May at 10:30am 

Gardens of Southern 
England 
Suzanne Collings will lead 
us around a few of the 
most beautiful gardens of 
southern England.  After 
the presentation there 
will be an opportunity to 
ask Suzanne questions.   
All members are invited 
to join in this 
presentation.   
To participate,  

click the “join” invitation/information which will be 
emailed to members on Monday 25 May. 

Book Group 1 
Thursday 28 May at 2:30pm 
No specific book has been read by group members 
so the meeting will be a chat about what group 
members have been reading this month. 
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Committee Report 

This Week 

Creative Pursuits 
Monday 25 May at 2:30pm 
While we are still somewhat restricted in what we 
can do together, the Creative Pursuits group will 
meet via Zoom to continue planning and options for 
online activities.  Those that have been mentioned 
include a Virtual tour of the Arts Centre, Australian 
Ballet performances and MTC events.   

Investors 
Tuesday 26 May at 7:30pm 
The roller coaster of investments continues. Our 

Shirley Bushnie had a setback last week so did not go 
home as planned. She has a continuing problem with 
phone communication so her granddaughter is 
seeking to visit her in hospital. 

Ted Angleton is still in hospital and is still having 
treatment. 

Pat Pascoe is having daily radiotherapy and still has a 
way to go but is coping though finding it tiring as she 
has to go travel a long way to have the treatment. 

Everyone else appears to be going well; no reports of 
anyone else in the club sick which is good news.  
Veronica 

Zoom update 
Good news !!!! 

I have been advised that, in order to join a zoom 
meeting you DO NOT HAVE TO DOWNLOAD AND 
INSTALL the Zoom ‘app’.  You do need it to host a 
meeting. 

You will be prompted to download the software, 
once you have clicked on the link that you have been 
provided. You may also wish to create an account, 
but that is not required to participate in a Zoom 
meeting.  

You will, therefore, be able to participate in our 
special event on Thursday 28 even if you have not 
installed the app. 

You only need to click on the blue hyperlink in the 
email with the meeting ID and password  

Many of our members may not have met Merilyn 
Newnham who joined our club last year.  Merilyn, 
who has a 
background in 
communications, 
has been invited to 
join the committee 
to assist with the 
necessary work of 
ensuring our club 
continues to 
function effectively. 

Many thanks 
Merilyn. 
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Latest board game for COVID isolation 

Book Group 2 
Thursday 28 May at 2:30pm 

“The French Photographer” by 
Natasha Lester 
Natasha is a T.A.G.Hungerford Award 
for Fiction winner. 

International Cuisine 
Virginia Kemp reports that 
“Kemps had a zoom dinner a few nights ago... 
3 households ate Nasi Goreng and Tiramisu… 
 #1 son’s favourites.  
My blood sugar level up today !! 
My first zoom dinner was fun.  - Hove UK, Mildura, 
East Kew no travel required ! 
Cheers” 
…………   and I suspect it made the meal taste all that 
much better—but just a thought,  
if the Kemps were having Nasi Goreng for dinner, 
how did their friends in Hove UK enjoy it for 
breakfast? 

Mentioning food reminds me that perhaps this mask 
with ‘automatic eating hole’ would be convenient   

(if not necessarily too effective). 

Warning 
This week CFA CEO/Chief Officer Steve Warrington 
‘launched’ the Silence is Deadly campaign to highlight the 
dangers of not having a working smoke alarm in the home. 

In the past 10 years CFA has responded to more than 
17,000 residential fires in Victoria, with more than 400 
resulting in death or serious injury. A quarter of these fires 
started in sleeping areas, 23 per cent in lounge areas and 
15 per cent in kitchens. 

Sleeping and lounge areas are the biggest risk and without 
properly placed smoke alarms your chances of escaping a 
house fire are greatly diminished – especially when you’re 
asleep. 

“We recommend that interconnected smoke alarms be 
installed in every bedroom, including in hallways and stairs 
between floors. A recent survey of Victorian homes 
showed only 11% had interconnected smoke alarms 
installed.” 

Interconnection means that the smoke alarms 
communicate with each other so that if one smoke alarm 
activates in one room all the smoke alarms activate, 
making it more likely that everyone will have the best 
chance of getting out before they are overcome by smoke. 
Everyone is responsible for making sure they have working 
smoke alarms in their home. It only takes minutes for a fire 
to take hold. 
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And another warning ! 
Russ & Liz were out walking last week and came 
across this Tiger Snake on the path.  It might be 
getting colder, but clearly snakes are still out and 
about. 

Take care when you are out walking. 

Bob said he could still enjoy sex at 75.   
He lives at 76 so it’s no distance. 
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Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  

Kew 3101 

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office 

on 9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

Coming Up 

Scrabble 
Scrabble players are very keen to return to play but 
the current restricted number of people gathering 
together makes that difficult. 

Interested players please contact Glenys so 
appropriate arrangements can be made.  
Glenys Chalk 

Canasta 

Wednesday 10 June 
We haven’t been able to find a suitable way to play 
on line and so will Zoom again next month. 

Ann Price 

Update 

Page 4 

First it was alcohol kills Covid.  
Then heat may kill Covid.  

Now direct sunlight may kill 
Covid. 

So if you see me outside in my 
yard drunk, naked and laying 

in the sun mind your own 
business.  I’m conducting 

important medical 
experiments 

Having the kids at home may not be all 
beer and skittles (perhaps other than all 
over the floor and walls). 

If the schools are closed to too long, 
the parents will find a vaccine before 

the scientists…. 

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au


Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.   

Marty’s Playground 
Schoolchildren Howlers 
The greatest writer of the Renaissance was William Shakespeare. He was 
born in the year 1564, supposedly on his birthday.  He never made much 
money and is famous only because of his plays. He wrote tragedies, 
comedies, and hysterectomies, all in Islamic pentameter.  Romeo and Juliet 
are an example of a heroic couplet.  Romeo’s last wish was to be laid by 
Juliet. 

Writing at the same time as Shakespeare was Miguel Cervantes. He wrote 
Donkey Hote.  The next great author was John Milton.  Milton wrote 
Paradise Lost.  Then his wife died and he wrote Paradise Regained.  

Ten Collective Nouns 
Correct answers to Collective Nouns. Edition 9. 

1.  
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Trump That ! 
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Marty’s Playground 
Schoolchildren Howlers 
The greatest writer of the Renaissance was William 
Shakespeare. He was born in the year 1564, supposedly 
on his birthday.  He never made much money and is 
famous only because of his plays. He wrote tragedies, 
comedies, and hysterectomies, all in Islamic pentameter.  
Romeo and Juliet are an example of a heroic couplet.  
Romeo’s last wish was to be laid by Juliet. 

Writing at the same time as Shakespeare was Miguel 
Cervantes. He wrote Donkey Hote.  The next great 
author was John Milton.  Milton wrote Paradise Lost.  
Then his wife died and he wrote Paradise Regained.  

Ten Collective Nouns 
Correct answers to Collective Nouns. Edition 9. 
(1) lock (2) exaltation (3) leap (4) pride (5) plague (6) 
congregation (7) mischief (8) labour (9) troop (10) herd 
Now Try the Next 10. 

1. A  ................................ of Mosquitoes 

2. A  ................................ of Nightingales 

3. A  ................................ of Orangutans 

4. A ................................. of Orca Whales 

5. A  ................................ of Ostriches 

6. A .................................  of Otters 

7. A  ................................ of  Owls 

8. A  ................................ of Oxen 

9. A ................................. of Oysters 

10. A ................................. of Parrots 

Got to stop this isolation drinking  ——— thought 

these were baby dinosaurs. 

Florida Woman Stops Alligator Attack Using a 
Small Beretta Pistol: 
This is a story of self-control and marksmanship by 
a brave, cool-headed woman with a small pistol 
against a fierce predator.  What’s the smallest 
calibre that you would trust to protect yourself? 
Here’s her story in her own words:  

"While out walking along the edge of a pond just 
outside my house in The Villages, with my soon to 
be ex-husband, discussing property settlement and 
other divorce issues, we were surprised by a huge 
12-ft. alligator which suddenly emerged from the 
murky water and began charging us with its large 
jaws wide open.  She must have been protecting 
her nest because she was extremely aggressive.” 

“If I had not had my little Beretta .25 calibre pistol 
with me, I would not be here today!"  
"Just one shot to my estranged husband's knee cap 
was all it took. The 'gator got him easily, and I was 
able to escape by just walking away at a brisk pace.  
It's one of the best pistols in my collection, plus the 
amount I saved in lawyer's fees was really 
incredible.  His life insurance was a big bonus.” 


